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7 Saal EIT ISS PIECEN 


“Hi into the air! Deep into the earth! Indescribable, mighty 
melodrama of New York IOO Yrs Hence!" Thus blazond the theater ads in 
Americanewspapers & magazines 13 yrs ago when Paramount-Publix import- 
ed the protetic picture destind to enthrall audiences of ifs time & 
remain a living memory, as in a shrine, in the mind of evry sttan bës 
ing born then who was old enut & fortunate enuf to see & appreciate 
tt. Others--most of U, | imagine, reading these words when intended 
they shoud b, ise., within hrs of the showing of the picture--have 
longd tor long & long to see this classic. 

A number of imagi-natives 
ot Losangeles & environs had the--privilege--preceeding the CONVENTION 
by some 8 wks. This publication presents a portion of the opinions 
exprest by these people atter seeing the picture. Also included tf 
words from its director & cameraman, a bit about the authoresse, cast 
of principal characters, & other items of--it is hoped--interest...oe- 


Uwittl notice this mag is mark# "Vol | Num J". There will b an- 
other number it sutticient response forthcomes. Atter viewing the ~ 
picture record your reactions & send same together with lOc fo Fanta 
science Field: 236 1/2 N New Hampshire, Hollywood. Mid-Aug shoud see 
either the publication of METROPOLIS #2 or the refund of your lOc. As 
an added inducement to participate, to the contributor of the--in the 
editorial opinion-=-most interesting article, will b awarded a copy of 
Science Fiction Digest 33 Mar. This number contains a résumé of ME < 
TROPOLIS, "Types of Science Fiction" by Dr Keller, "The Science T 
rion Sch by JuliuSchwartz, "Spilling the Atoms” by Rap, "The Ether 
Vibrates"” by Weisinger, "The Time Tatler", "Titans Tbk Fictions 
acworth Wright”, Z concluding in r én A of A. MERRITT'S "WOMAN OF 


THE WOOD An issue wellworth owning! 
Sciencerely, 
Aa del Melna 


MMMMVMMVMMVMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMIVN 


Ihe Bk Bk: Original edit. pub't in Deutsch, 274 pgs, cover jacket 
by Wretmann or We Reimann showing colorful supercity with 2 men tn ate 
titudes quite similar to those pletured by Paul for "A Visitor trom 
fhe 20th Century" in AmS 28 Mays Actual cover, a beautitul green fan- 
cily stampt in gold with title & name of authoresse. Dedication reads 
"lich lege dieses Buch in Deine Hande, Fried Di lay thas bk in Voo 
hands, Fred" The Foreword states: "This bk is not a present-day 
Bei Wit Cie E Bk is nof a picture of the future. This bk. takes taitais 
nowhere. This bk Serves no tendency, no class, no party. This bk 
an imagining that trys to make U recognize this truth: Halfway be- 
tween the Brain & the Hands must the Heart b!" On the backilap is an 


ad of "Die verlorene Welt” by Conan Doyle, or our old triend, "The 
Lost World", 


is 





Ihe Avthoresses; Thea von Harbou (pronounst Tav "uh tahn Hahr’boo) 
also wrote the scientitictionovels "Frau im Mond" ("Woman in the 
Moon"} A "Sptone" ("Spys"}. Said to b a woman a striking apearance A 
personality. Marryd METROPOLIS!" director, 
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PRITZ LANG: Ja: LS Director ot METROPOLIS, divorced from its “am 
thoress@, now lives in Celluloid City. A letter trom Lang reveals he 
never has seen the version of METROPOLIS cut tor consumption on the NE 
~Americontinent! Adapted by Channing Pollock (cousin of a Los-Angelesa 
Esperantisto), 4 reels were deleted, so that a little over 1/2 hr has 
been Post. Lang says he got his: inspirationestor the City of fhe Fu- 
ture from New York on his ftirstrip here in '96. One wonders what in- 
spirations he might get trom aftending the CONVENTION! 


The Cameraman 
SU ah diis 
KARL FREUND 


- the brain 


the sienature of 
{pronounst Froyndt) 
behind the "box" on "Frank- 
enstein” & other ; imaginative 
movies. Freund Mg was present 
Eeër" nt < of the revival in Hollywood & 
was interviewd trom the floor. "Lt was the tirst film of Brigitte 
Helm" he intormd. "Strangely, the one thing we teard-=the public's 
reaction to the robot she portrayd=-was passt by without comment; but 
the picture was attackt politicty, being calld Communist Propaganda, 
Capitalist Propaganda, even Religious Propaganda... The technical 
trick of the luminous rings circling automaton during the transtorma- 
tion of the manikin” he went on to reveal, H 





“was accomplisht by whirl- 


Png smal Foe 64 Salas, ii kene l clctric Christmas tt pes. t Thi eiweg: at 
Lance with the into once publisht in Science & linvention that circular 
glass tubes, gastild & illuminated by clectricity, were manipulated by 


3 operators. 
The Cast: 


"Maria", woman A "mechanigal” — Brigitte Helm (Brih-gih’ tch) 
Ino Masterman: Alfred Abel 

His Son, Erics Gustav Frolich (Goo’staht Frew’lich) 

Rotwang fRote’vahngls Rudolf Klein-Rogge (Rogue, eh?) 
Josephs: Theodor tTay’o-dore) 
#7: Heinrich George / Loos 


The Transformation 





Revival Reactions — 


PAUL FREEHAFER: Here is the information on METROPOLIS (it deserves i 
both capitals and underlining) as requested. Firstlys 
Yes, this is the tirstime | saw it. May | add, with decent rt 
won't be the lastime either. Secondly: From here on my reactions must 
be divided into two parts: al The technical side of tne picture, and 
bi fhe ecting.. Teghntéeechk id far excezded mysexpectations ge. Geeamue milo 
they weres In my humble opinion even the marvelous scencs in Things 
to Come were not equal to the effects achieved here, despite the im- 
provements in camera technique in the intervening years. But | had 
completely forgotten the unrestrained overacting prevalent in the si= 
lent films, and was shocked, horrified, and amused. (More ham than the 
Chicago stock-yards.) So, balancing these two factors in my mind, Tf 
place Metropoiis second in my list of favorite scientiticinemas, sigue 
because of its marvelous settings and laboratory scenes, below Things. 
to Come becausz of its poor acting and over-cxaggerated phi Los opti wees 











FRANKLYN BRADY: | had not seen it before. 1 thought that it "Metropo= 

lis" had had a better plot, it would have been better 
than "Things To Come" for the photography and sets were superb. How- 
ever | couldn't take "Metropolis" seriously at all, tt seemed Hoc ana 
Plike a futuristic Silly Symphony. Hard to comepare the two because one ~ 
Was 61! humor and the other had a serious and sensible plot, As tar as 
mumempectation of a serious plot want, it failed to match 7 ty sou gee 
ssed any idea | ever had of the amount of humor in the pictures a 
=hammy except for Rotwang. Directing = excellent. Dittomtor 
Memmoor science & storyes.see 






















) SHROYER: One Reaction? Swell photog. Betten of emer teen 
Ai come. {tf memory serves me (and it better hads) better 

mM just. Only fiy in salve the damnable, utterly unholy ham acting. 
Tract acting {sicl and you have as a residue one of the best photo- 
Graphic ettorts yet | have seen. Easy to see origin of laboratory 
scenes of Frankenstien tame; of du as T modo s struggle atop the cathe= 
dral of Notre Dame in picture of same title; of the stair descent of 
the Phantom of the Opera. Story trite admitted. No point made as plot 
ends in draw and “where are our children." "Heart must unite hands and 
main stinks ot Oxtordism. ES... 


WARREN J. OSWALD; | had not seen it before. “Things fo Come” had 
better scttings- and acting, BUF the directing in. 
MMetropolis" was a bit the better. tt surpassed my expectations, Dës 
Cause | knew the date of release and remembered other pictures of the 
Same date. lt surpassed any up to that time. Phe acting detracted 
irom the picture as a whole. Too dramatic. The ditact ing: was -exice |e 
Pent! Settings were tine--something novel for the date. There really ~ 
Was not much real science involved, but what was there was very good. 
mene story was mediocre, excepting a few inencencemumm 


MAYBELLE ANSHUTZ: [Translated trom Esperanto) = About the beautiful & 
very interesting movie "Metropolis": Yes, it is vee 
Ty interesting, especially as to the tacial-ecrobatixe Did | recently 
sit in the theater & enjoy such atrocitys? Don'# say yes, please, I 


coudnt stand the shame. It was good enut for the old day's eb Phen 
film art marches on. 


Concise Comments: VODOSO - | thot it fairs; the plot childish & the 
acting over-emotional. HODGKINS: So that's your Great Scientititm---! 





— Se eee 
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AY DOUGLAS BRADBURY: This was the tirst time | saw Metr 
= assure you that it gave me one ott 
intaining scientitictional evenings V've had in over a year.” 




























































ghed ‘til | sprang a beak in my tung. Compared with Eh 
wi would, at tirst, give my all tor the Wells epicomposition, 6» 
M pinning it around in my mind T suddenly realized that METROPO w. 

M just as good, even though it was dated. | really didn't know exactly a 
Swhat to zxpect when | went to see it. | had heard garbled tales of its 2 
De stper-super photography, etc, but it burst on me like a bombshell, and 

Bea rather humorous one at that. And since l had hardly any expectations 


Twas neither disappointed or overly elated. The acting was----as is 
Dalways with pictures made in them thar days--a bit of Armour's Star. 
me them) The plot was mdth=caten. The directing, well, tt could have 
mean epte. Bud, Pe best Garth, was the photography. | believe, 
S without a doubt, that one oi the most interesting scienti-scenes that 
Twas ever taken was the one where the gir! Maria, has her personality 
and physical beauty transterred to that of the temale automaton. Sci- | 
Dence Was poor. But now that fhe evening is part of misted memory | d 
hay é forgoften most of the funny things, thank heaven, and only the LR 
raeed things remain. METROPOLIS is’ indeed well worth my money any day.” © 


$ 
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IITR T 6 was the firstime I'd seen METROPOLIS. 1 thot if was wons 
E derful, considering it was the first of its kind & was pro- l 
Mduced over !3 yrs ago. Naturaly, it cantt compare with more recent 
spectacles such as Things to Come because they have the advantage oi 
yrs of experience in production & acting. Even so, the sets were mag= 
EER conie The camera perspectives were very “impressive. tn spite of 
menar some say about the horrible acting | thot if was good. it seemd 
Zwerg much overdone compared to what we have today, truce; but when we 
monsider everything had to b conveyd by pantomime & facial expression 
Bwithout the assistance of speech...we must admit if was welldone. The 
gir! playd her 2 Parts pertectiy>:” Sie was 4 Siye begs a ule Le robo haa 
Beit that wasn# good acting what woud U call it. The boy very successe 
molye exprest all’the joys & sorrows, hopes & tears & trustrations 
Nich he was sposed to experience. The cast put the ideas over so P 
nereg was little dout at any time as to just what was going on, | have 
meen hoping tor yrs tor a chance to see METROPOLIS. hk detinitely was naai 
NOT disappointed in what | saw; but what | heard--! The wise@-cracking | 
t one who sat directly in tront ot me (figure it out for yourself, © 
Ray; tho ! shan't say which Ray--there r 3 in the LA Leag), the ribalc 
batter & general uproar, even audible comicomment by the local discir 
Si dignity... What uncomplimentary conclusion is to b deduced from th 

ct it was a considerably quieter crowd the 2d nite | saw METROPOLT 
Ehe audience was practicly devoid ot sttans?! 





POGO: Metropolis was super=fine. The totografy was pertect de Gë 
ES" ing over=done--& the story rotton--but nevertheless, | enjoyd 
every minute of its showing. i ert 


ALLIS KERLAY: The "Metropolis" revival was a real treat & thrall 
Ç to me. | had seen the picture betore during a brie 
Visit to the States (from the Dominion of Canada, then my home). Th 
in 1927. For Quay, mon mari, my--" how you say?"=-hay haeumy iy 
nl; itvwesythe first seeing. He is not a science thetion enthus 
Melas ("but he's My Mani"), & thot | know he would rather see a | 
zët are, he would say he considered "our" picture a remarkable 
tion. ok mus T adm it "Things to Come" is the super Tor Bl he seen 
liked. “Metropolitan Sta--, pardon-~"Metropolis"! better than "J 
Beeee- Or any ot the other ftuture-titms.. Sans doute, a dozen y 
prom now they'll! make one greater than even "Things to Come", bu 
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cling ko “Things” Uke 56T ingstone tease thts: a REER tie Paul or 
a .Gernsbach Amazing; just deve WWetrosslgs ie sb guess Em jagt oe ctis 
+imendebis beat heart, 
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Wh a T woud hha d missing rest reroute AT TRS Shaw los SD e 
Kor d Pa the Atademy heview, or displey were saper- sera bkseapernsonal 
raer IV oi ihz direc tor-contdining aver scenes A CREMOS i Eeo 
raer rehe the pieture VES STT PR EIS, T oug FR whas Geu d tron this 
incredible. ar raw okas HLS (pal Pnp Tn aer as Tan it Le RER my Lange 
rized collection- ót TOTA if-Fpcert “tome the complere continues beyond 
the Conventional “everything: alt x" lending, demanding. the ‘death of the 
sont. for there is a Tolen the sather A Rotwang-s 299 r ding’ a HOn uE] 
fetocding cric s birth eos” So oseph athe emp Lov eg: whom Ida s'h arnan 
dT Saas With. “Draw your pov Jd ran TRS G-Bank";— Seems Somehow to have 
L Laure d much more: promirent y= in fhe followlang. proceedings than we T 
showh. Moria; the rebots sens sometime fo. have dane s Qdadance, in 
entire ly. sa dT ferent ‘costume, wheather ‘ducing Erici; delictimeor an ers 
oa, MWcannotes ay. SThE Priest opractirely Hame s is bent ig tior were 
steps: stems tg have oclayd-e rather crominent rable. tn the-or igineal. NG 
ponp hay spzars te fhe Pollock a dap Latar «Me wce-nosdrest stones tae 
huey Jk carved? face of Mar ial “One ot Langts stilts shows the teat -iae 
Pia, 2uriog fcr wiid +4ite trom Rotwanq=at fhe oc limat; 'clintding Les 
ore gt belt 3°) LoneCharcy tn "NStre Dame". “Studying a Stitt at fhe 
RISE Lae TTA fe odischycrd n Am pR Bn TRE, siges of aldas “wich, one cmight 
bof wollte L nm the reptd pas ting: oio the seche; Gee coca” roti En foam a= 
Paty sor regenber. Here ¢ “these. strange memes UTANGHX THUD — SACIPE 
= DPEDEUAT.——-S.GONDEALT — ANENT ROK == “BONIDEA= = ADE LEME — E RAE E = SED TE = 
LERNE = Som ELLK “a back War dE aG EAER net DEIL Walt weird slengiagees 


SabERKEtTES 

d Ss Astay Wray Can noen ag ite horror heroine co 
kete L ty totite Ne ln le Enis rnal TE “"Scianti bi im-Cicl™ beeaute beside 
METROPGY La she hes beta featured te Devt Seh A Feench versions of 6 
Hany ohier triagtoetive mov Lers-Swck zc fer eranp te; Pierre Reno tits 
tiie Mistress ot Atfan tts", "Spes tinte raue In -superbank>oft tomerad, 
WEN Cotona mitattu tedy artitiersl -gurumls Duzndraaare Atr avin” 
(Testuve-babyjemstucdna Ta soot tess sirent? a a Good Ola 905 
fae Be k. Feath ogas a primi e ot METROPOLIS S. dneluded Theres TT 
kent 300 mb ab VT ant ê ot Cinems CIA whe attended: doing the-Pine ct fhe 
Lorevival=showings were celebrit tys Richard Croawel lola. fitst HLT eE 
Charl te McCarthy s ateston, proving the TAHA ET E. go. dumat ot Sate 
Donald at edhrttt, Mer ott he how's 2, Zezthe sodtences atter each: pertot 
mance o "When they seid "moe test Sin those days fas treaty 6 YB T movias M 
(Po. Av birogestion-once wes Made “ies Brifts kictn2mo sto: romake NETKO OS 
Lis wi tts a ¢esteecompr lsc AT. Der aT Sa: Mite EG n te tn Td ar MT sek 
(Week y ag "Marta" Conrad Vetdt, ¢Pited ose fis Master of bateoezlts 
KT Pr odersentsin the Devt sek version) & 40% TRS Iwan alt e etar Larré) 
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WART ede < 2A ERV Ley of METROPOLIS Tr Gm L We: shi ants 
S Van dep in e . Keward: foe Scientttitqttsuetol FANTASY Mansa ites 

5 ; S Fors 
amongst. such andtyti ead v-col teh. topensl éts ss Lei Braun HS Carp Doen 
cows den, Dicks Wil song Pe Schuyler Milter, lna: WS Cab aE KRW iher 
% fonrades QT PR s. calibre shoud come 2 nodo k resume ef Me REPO! IER 06 
El. may- EN-E be asenna r EIN onkran — Eet ott Piet Sd Jed peette Ty; 
> shoud RT hee’ pub Tks hii a LE as the synopses stb scien fir ict Lone tes 
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AETA E-5 LE 1 AER T E E IE TE dun 
in Jus TY. dan agin e trey hade- Fy Stk bleh Ear fer TLS L, 
E L E ER TE toldy = even ini Things 
Forkum th 6 60 ber sesezind toa much <imcrest bysthetr. 
own STdedsi  (Supr-setence in tidms shila haken for 
giat ked Arsch as a<basts on yh ich a story. shud b 
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Kam -6r jusitetmegine HR IT ind teitdue loaktors-wer old- 
bas hna Za Pek TEK La R aT S handthing of r owe & masses 
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BELLE-“WYMANs L thet 3+: wasa-wonderiul picture... f 

WAS SO. Surprised. thafsfhere Was sa 
WIL bis lguess G had tf orgo tten. Wonderful fer 
such a taro barko pictures Ent ergsban cz rite trom fhe 
starte < E PL a hei soo S Seer Fik evgrybiody 
DUIRE to sees i te Enjoyd every Dalle OF hs sor ey 
When id E Ovet STi GES Tan Tama. E 
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